Advent Study – 

Third Sunday – Joy

Teacher Preparation

Read Luke 2:8-20

God sent his son to our world so that we may have life more abundantly, that we might live a full life.  One aspect of having a full life is experiencing joy.  God wants us to experience joy through all aspects of our life. Being joyful is more that just being happy; it runs deeper.  Being joyful lasts more than just a few minutes it lasts a season and grows into a lifestyle.  We experience pure joy when we allow God to take care of the worries of today and tomorrow, when we let Him save us.  The angels were communicating God’s true excitement, our salvation through the birth of his son.  This birth brought hope, peace and joy, and expressed how much God truly loved mankind.  When we realize even a bit of the joy of Christmas it is not hard for us to share it with others, just like the shepherds did.  We give presents, cards and good cheer to those around us. During this season of Advent we should also communicate the reason for our joy.  

Sunday School Lesson

What is needed for lesson:  Advent wreath, lighter, or matches, Advent reading (below), Bible opened to Luke 2:8-11, large sheet of poster board, chalk board, or dry erase board, marker,  “Joy Offering” placemat (one per child), Joy Offering collection house, coins for children to donate to Joy Offering (two per child).  

A. Explaining Advent

Show the children the Advent Wreath and ask them if they know what it is.  Explain that Advent is a time in which we get ready for Jesus’ Birth.  Use the example of “getting ready for a birthday party” as a way to explain how we may get ready for the birth of Jesus.

Example:  What might we do if we were going to have a Birthday party?

What are some things we may need to prepare?

Can we have a Birthday party right away or does it take time to get ready for a party?  Do we have to plan ahead?

That is what Advent means to prepare, and plan a head for Christmas, but not physically, to prepare spiritually (in our hearts.) What are some ways we can do that?

B. Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Lead the children in the lighting of the advent wreath by saying the following:

“On the third Sunday of Advent we again light the first candle, the Candle of Hope  (LIGHT THE FIRST CANDLE).  We again light the second candle, the Candle of Peace.  (LIGHT THE SECOND CANDLE).  We light the Candle of Joy anticipating the joy of the shepherds on that holy night.  (LIGHT THE THIRD CANDLE.)  Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  

NOTE:  Depending on the children, you may or may not decide to keep the candles lit for the whole lesson time.  

C. Bible Lesson

Read from Luke 2:8-11.  

Explain that where the shepherds were it was completely dark, that it was as if they were camping.  Ask if any of the children has been camping, ask them if they remember what it is like at night when they were camping.  

Explain that when it refers to the shepherd being “afraid” that it was because they didn’t know what to expect, but that the angle knew right away which is why the angel said, “do not be afraid.”  

Ask the children if they have ever gotten “good news”.  What was the “good news?”

How did they feel after they received the good news? Who told them the news?

Ask them what “Joy” means.  When do they feel joy?  Do they like feeling joy?

Explain that “town of David” refers to Bethlehem, and the word Savior means to save.  Ask:  What could all people need to be saved from?  If someone were saved would they be joyful? 

Explain that the angel was telling the shepherds how to find Jesus in verse 12.  Ask the children if they have a nativity set any where in their home.  Ask them to describe the place where it is.  

.  

D. Review

Ask:  Who are the two different groups in our Bible story today?


Shepherds, Angels

How are they different?  


Sleeping outside, sleep in heaven, 

Work with sheep, work with God,

Dirty, sparkling clean

How do people act when they are joyful?  

E. Prayer

Pray:  Dear God, please show us how important it is to be saved by Jesus, so that we can be joyful.  Joy makes us feel so good, help us to show other joy, that they may be joyful too.

F. Activity Time

1. Sing the first few lines of the song Joy to the World with the children a

few times.

Joy to the world,

The Lord has come.

Let earth receive her king.

Explain that this song refers to the story in the Bible that we just read.  

Now help the children write their own song about Joy to the tune of Joy to the World.   

For example:  

At Christmas time 

There is Joy

And it fills my heart

Or 

Jesus is our king

He was a baby

And now he comes to save

Use the poster board (or chalk board, or dry erase board) to write the words of the song.  Make several versions if needed. Sing the songs together.  

2. Prepare the “Joy Offering” collection house with the students.  Talk about 

how collecting money for this offering will bring people joy.  Ask children again, what brings them joy?  Have each child pick things that bring them joy and drop a coin into their offering box for each thing.  Challenge them over the next week to drop a coin into their box whenever they experience joy.  Encourage the students to bring their box back next week to be collected.  

3. In the time remaining help the students complete the puzzles on the back

of the “Joy Offering” placemat.

G. Challenge

Before the children leave encourage them to pay close attention during the Worship Service to see if they hear anything familiar during the lighting of the Advent candles.  

